A HISTORY OF LEYTON ORIENT FC 1965-1974
As seen by supporter Keith Emmerson
  

All the Orient results 1966-67  but navigate from here for other seasons using the Select Year and Select League drop down buttons. Only for league results. Here for tables Soccerbase is a good place to start for information but don't expect line-ups in matches much beyond 1995. Their FA Cup dates also need work on. The 11v11 site is better with correct FA Cup dates.

 
LEYTON ORIENT - THE MID 1960's 

  Following our brief spell in the First Division (1962/3), manager Johnny Carey departed, in the summer of '63, to Nottingham Forest. He was replaced by Benny Fenton but he didn't last much more than a year. With the exception of the two managers mentioned above, Orient managers for the next twenty years were always destined to be first timers. Orient's failing over these years, has been that they have rarely signed a football manager. They have given the job to ex-players with no previous managerial experience, Ken Knighton and Jimmy Bloomfield (the second time) being the exceptions. So, on 14th January 1965 they did it for the first time. Dave Sexton, a former Orient player, was made manager. He had been team coach at Chelsea for three years. 
  His first two games in charge both ended in 3-2 defeats.
 
16 January. Home against Swansea Town (2-3 Gregory 2), he fielded the following team: Pinner, Hollow, Webb, Ward, Nelson, Sorrell, Price, Gregory, Dunmore, Metchick, McDonald. 'Harry' Gregory got both goals. Newcastle, Northampton and our next opponents, Norwich were the Division Two leaders. 
 
6 February. Home to Norwich 2-3 (Gregory, Dunmore). Gordon Bolland and Malcolm Lucas lined up for Norwich against their former club, Colin Worrell came in for Webb, Jeff Harris for Ward and Malcolm Musgrove for McDonald. Gregory and Dunmore were our scorers. 
 
13 February. Home to Crystal Palace. 1-0.George Ramage replaced England Amateur International Pinner in goal and Ted Phillips replaced Price in the next match against Palace, fielding Terry Long, Bert Howe, Brian Whitehouse, Alan Stephenson, Cliff Holton and Keith Smith. 
 
20 February. Home to Newcastle. 2-0 (Elwood 2).   The weather was to play havoc with the fixture list, and if you were lucky enough to receive the newly launched BBC2, you saw top of the table Newcastle beaten 2 0 by goals from Joe Elwood. 
 
27 February. Away to Northampton 2-0 defeat at Northampton was 
 
13 March. Away to Hudderfield 0-0.  
 
16 March. Ted Phillips was transferred to Luton to enable Sexton to sign Colin Shaw from Norwich only two hours before the transfer deadline on March 16th. He scored the winning goal against Birmingham in the Football Combination but left the field injured. 
  A 17 year old Peter Allen was playing well in the reserves. 
 
27 March. Cardiff City were beaten at Ninian Park thanks to goals from Elwood and Gregory. Paul Went skippered the England side against Scotland in a schoolboy international at Wembley. Some schoolboy, at 15 years old he was weighing in at 12 stone. 

 Reg Davies was resigned from Port Vale and played in the match at Leyton Stadium against Plymouth. 31 March. 2-0 Elwood 2) The team: Davies, Webb, Worrell, Sorrell, Nelson, Harris, McGeorge, Elwood, Gregory, Scott and Musgrove. Orient beat Argyle, fielding Tony Book and Mike Trebilcock. Both goals came from Elwood. Leyton Orient were now three from bottom with Portsmouth and Swansea below them when they faced middle of the table Preston (3 April. 2-1 Gregory, Sorrell). Fielding the same team that beat Plymouth they won 2 1. Gregory and Sorrell did the damage. A 3-0 defeat at Rotherham (6 April) was followed by a 1 1 draw at Ipswich (10 April. 1-1 Gregory), to where British Rail were offering a fare of 17/6d. Journey time was an 1 hour and 12 minutes. Any improvement since BR? Gregory scored our goal. 
  The other teams at the bottom of the table must have been worse than us bearing in mind the remaining results against Middlesbrough at home (16 April. 1 1 Metchick) and defeat against Middlesbrough away. (19 April 2 0) goaless draws home to Southampton (17 April) and away to Bolton (24 April) and, in the last game of the season a 3 1 defeat at home to Coventry (28 April), Jimmy Scott being the scorer. With only 35 points we somehow kept in Division Two by two points, but not for long.  
  
  

            1965-66 SEXTON IN CHARGE - BUT NOT FOR LONG 
  Sexton signed seven players during the summer, Adrian Thorne (Exeter), Vic Rouse (Oxford), Tony Nicholas (Chelmsford) and Gordon Ferry (Arsenal) were all on free transfers, whilst Colin Flatt was signed from Wisbech for £1,000. Hendon amateur centre-forward Dave Hyde refused to sign professional forms for Orient. Rouse had the distinction of playing for Wales (April 59) whilst with a fourth division club (Crystal Palace). With Paul Went and Peter Allen becoming professionals former favourites Syd Bishop, Stan Charlton, Dave Dunmore, Mike Hollow, Terry McDonald, Mike Pinner, George Ramage and Gerry Ward were told they were no longer needed. Dunmore moved to York, Ward to Cambridge City, Hollow to Peterborough whilst Syd Bishop become player manager at Hastings and Stan Charlton got the same post at Weymouth. McDonald joined Reading. 
 

  David Webb and Dennis Sorrell told the Stratford Express that they had never trained so hard. Possibly too hard. They lost the opening two matches. Davies, Forsyth, Worrell, Webb, Nelson, Ferry, Nicholas, Elwood, Flatt, Metchick and Thorne, with a new idea, that of a substitute being filled by Jimmy Scott lost 2-0 to Huddersfield (21 August). A 2-1 (Flatt) defeat at Rotherham (24 August) was followed by the same scoreline at Crystal Palace (28 August) with Jimmy Scott this time getting the goal. Dick Graham was the Palace manager(?) and his team was: Jackson, Sewell, Howe, Yard, Stephenson, Payne, Woods, Whitehouse, Lawson, Kevan, Kellard, and sub Keith Smith. 

  Orient paraded in white shorts, blue shirt with a white diagonal sash. In those days home and away matches were played against the same team in a short space of time. Thus after having lost at Rotherham a few weeks back we were now to lose to them 4-1 at home (30 August). Jimmy Scott had put Orient into a 23rd minute lead. 

  The bottom three places in the table were held by Middlesbrough (2 points), Derby and Leyton Orient, no points. Huddersfield, Manchester City and Southampton were at the top. 
 
The first points of the season were gained at home to Preston (4 September) 2-2 (Flatt 2) and away to Birmingham (8 September) 2-2 (Scott 2). 
 

  A fifteen year old Dennis Rofe signed as an apprentice forward! 
 

  We lost 3-0 at Charlton (11 September). 
 
'Orient flatten em' was the Daily Mirror headline that greeted the first win of the season against Birmingham (13 September). Bobby Thompson forced the Blues into the lead in the 42nd minute toe-ending the ball past Vic Rouse. A Jimmy Scott free kick to Webb was headed across the goalmouth for Flatt to flick the ball past the keeper. Four minutes later a long pass from Price found Flatt. Fighting off two challenges, Flatt scored the winner. 

  Norman Deeley was playing in the Southern League for Worcester City. Malcolm Musgrove was the Orient player-coach. 

  Two defeats followed, at home to Plymouth (18 September) 1-0 and away to Portsmouth (25 September) 4-1 (Flatt) as well as defeat in the League Cup 2-0 at home to Coventry (22 September). The team was:Rouse, Webb, Worrell, Went, Ferry, Sorrell, McGeorge, Gregory, Flatt, Allen and Metchick. 

  John Smith, the West Ham forward who moved to Spurs in the exchange deal that took Dave Dunmore to Upton Park, was in the Coventry side. Nine days later he signed for Orient. Within 24 hours he scored the winner against Bolton (2 October). Francis Lee and Wyn Davies were in their squad in the 1-0 win at home. Wolves (9 October) beat us 3-0 and Norwich (16 October) 2-1 Dennis Sorrell schemed and scored our goal. 
 
Bottom of the table Orient next played Bury (23 October) who were three points above them in the table. Webb and Price scored in a 2-2 draw. George O'Brien scored Southampton's (30 October) goal in our defeat at the Dell. A goaless draw against Derby (6 November). followed. 
 
Dennis Rofe scored a goal in the colts win against Watford. 
 
O's lost 3-1 away to Cardiff (13 November) where Peter Allen scored his first goal for the club. Colin Flatt, out of action for six weeks, returned in the match against Carlisle (20 November) and scored his 6th and 7th goals of the season in a 2-1 win. 

  Four defeats followed. 4-0 at home to Bristol City (4 December), 5-0 away to Manchester City (11 December), 2-1 away to Middlesbrough (27 December) where Allen got his second goal of the season, and 2-1 away at Wolves (1 January) where Dave Metchick scored, but not before Sexton had resigned. Games against Middlesbro and Norwich were postponed. 

  When Sexton joined Orient they were still suffering the backlash of their Division One trip. He proved that you cannot get rid of seven players and replace them with another seven and expect them to perform as a team. He joins the growing band of soccer managers that cannot run a club on a shoestring. With cash behind him he went on to become a successful manager. One would like to think this was because of his 'apprenticeship' at Leyton Orient. 

  Not for the first time, but what was to be the last time, Les Gore stepped into the acting-manager role. It was he that signed Dave Metchick in his last spell in this position and by the end of the season had signed George O'Brien from Southampton, Mick Jones from Chelsea, and Dick Le Flem from from Middlesbrough. To balance the books for these signings they later sold Dave Webb to Southampton. We drew 1-1 (Nicholas) with Cardiff (8 January), lost 3-0 to Bury (15 January) and went out of the FA Cup at home to Norwich (22 January) 3-1 (Price). Away at Huddersfield (29 January) Orient drew 1-1, Dave Webb getting our goal. At home to Palace (5 February) the team was: Davies, Forsyth, Webb, Carter, Ferry, Sorrell, Price, Metchick, Flatt, Smith and Nicholas. We lost 2-0. Arthur Rowe had replaced Dick Graham as Palace manager. 

  A first! Orient grabbed their first away win of the season. A block busting header from Dave Webb gave us our first goal, a harsh tackle on the same player saw Dawson (Les? no, it must be Alex) booked. A harsh penalty decision meant PNE (19 February) drew level. But skipper Smith saw Metchick latch onto his free kick for the winner. Jimmy Scott and Colin Shaw left for South Africa. 

  A 21 year old full back Mick Jones signed for Orient. The Monte Fresco photo in the Daily Mirror saw Jones signing on with, in the background, a blackboard reading 'Leyton Orient played 27 won 3 lost 17 drawn 7 points 13. The headline was 'The Jones boy joins soccer's happy club'. About this time Cliff Holton was moving from Watford to Charlton and Gerry Queen from St Mirren to Kilmarnock. By my reckoning Jones made his debut at home against Charlton (26 February) who were a place above us by some six points. The headline in the Evening Standard (still having a Saturday evening edition) was 'Holton gives Orient worry, first in attack then in defence'. Keith Peacock scored ert Howe pass he lobbed the ball over the keepers head. Ten minutes later his 25 yard drive found the net again. 
 
A disasterous run of five defeats followed and plunged Orient to five places from bottom. Luton (29 March) away 2-1 (Rofe), Brighton (4 April) away 2-0, Barrow home (5 April) 2-1 (Harper), Torquay (9 April) home 0-1, Oldham (12 April) away 3-1 (Harper). The Colts however were having no trouble winning matches. Gillingham 3-0, Brighton 3-1, Gillingham 5-1, Luton 4-0 and were placed below Millwall and Ipswich in the table scoring 82 goals in 26 matches, Millwall 123 in 30! 
 
A point was picked up in the goaless draw at Torquay (16 April) and Barry Dyson's lucky goal earned another point against Barnsley (19 April). 
